Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. 

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. Also, as you will see, I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible, and it should help you keep better eye contact with the congregation since you should find it easier to keep your place while reading. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: #123




Call to Worship and Silent/Corporate Prayer
We are here to worship God, because: OUR Help is in the name of the Lord, the maker of the Heavens & the Earth.  God greets you with His grace:May Grace & Peace be yours thru the knowledge of the Triune God, x3. Amen
 Let us now Worship our God as we sing a * Song of Praise:     #150b “Hallelujah! Praise the Lord!”
For our Call to Confession:  Deut. 6:4-9 Here, Moses gave God’s people the command to love God with all their heart, soul and might... and then he described what that should look like in their daily lives. That they should have the laws/principles of their God on their tongues and hearts night and day. And the same principle is true for you/me. We also, ought to think and live for God at all times, speaking about him to our family and friends at every opportunity. Does that describe your life? Do you take every thought captive to Christ – turning and twisting all situations to include your Lord? I dare say, we all fail in one way or another, which makes us grateful once again for the salvation of Jesus Christ!  In Christ, we are completely forgiven, not because of what we have done, but because of what Christ has done for us! Let us renew our faith/forgiveness as we come to the Lord in a prayer of confession & Supplication: 
PRAY

Assurance: The Lord has assured us of our forgiveness in: 1 John 1:9 – If we confess our sins, He/God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness!
Let us rejoice in God’s pardon and grace, as we Sing:  #89b
 “Almighty God, Thy lofty throne” 
Scripture Reading:
Acts 27:1-28:16 
Therefore: Let’s worship the Lord now, with His tithes & our additional free will offerings (Deacons)
Let us continue to worship as we sing: #208
“All hail the power of Jesus’ name!” Vs 1,2,3 !!
Scripture Reading/Text:       Philippians 1:12-26

Sermon Title:
“Hope in Dark Times”
* Song of Response:
Psalm #216
“In Christ Alone”

Now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God the Father, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and abide with you all forever more. Amen


Doxology: 
Psalm #525
“Now unto Him”
Morning Sermon: “Know Your Hope”





Philippians #5
Text: Philippians 1:12-30 (text:12-14+21)  
Reading:   Acts 27:1-28:16

Introduction:
 Children, Do you know what a conversation is? When your parents are talking together with other adults and you want to ask them a question, they will often make you wait because they are in the middle of a conversation. The whole idea of a conversation is when two or more people are talking back and forth together. The first person says something, the other one replies, the first one adds something else, and the second answers… etc.


Sometimes, when you walk into a room, you can tell that someone is in the middle of a conversation by the way they are talking (and what they are saying to each other). It can be awkward to interrupt, because you have already missed everything in the conversation which occurred before you walked in… and it can be rude to stop that train of thought. Many of us have experienced this though… You walk in on the middle of a conversation and you think – oops, I am interrupting something. WELL… that is almost what our text feels like for this evening. For the Apostle Paul has been introducing various things in vs.1-11, and then he changes subject in vs.12 – it appears like we are walking into the middle of a conversation… because he begins talking about things we know nothing about!

You see, most likely this is not the only letter which was exchanged between Paul and the Philippians. AS we saw early on in our series in November – The Philippian church was the most faithful supporter of Paul and his Mission Work! They had repeatedly sent Him support, and so they had likely been sending and receiving letters from Paul each time! In fact, from chapters 2 and 4, we learn that when Paul ended up in chains in Rome – the Philippians sent Epaphroditus to find him and minister to his needs. Paul or Epaphroditus must have sent letters/messages back and forth because the Philippians had heard that Epaphroditus had been very sick and that Paul’s situation was not good! Here in vs.12, Paul begins to reply to their concerns which they had voiced in their previous letter to him. 

 (Review) It has been a month since we were last in our Philippians series, but last time, we looked at Paul’s prayer for the Philippians… and we saw that it is the Gospel which truly transforms Christians to the glory of God. Paul’s prayer not only revealed his love for the Philippian church, it also taught us much about how the Gospel is powerful for transformation and change in the Christian life! And all to the glory of God!
And then in vs. 12, we hit that subject change, where we feel like we missed something or are interrupting or something. Because here in these verses, Paul begins to reassure the Philippians that His imprisonment, His chains were not stopping the Gospel from advancing! In fact, they were helping advance the Gospel!
 



As we look at these verses we’ll learn: God uses suffering to advance His Kingdom/Gospel!
  We will explore that under 3 headings:
 
I. Suffering advances the Gospel
II. Suffering should be Expected

III. Suffering Leads to Boldness!
Let’s begin with:

I. Suffering Advances the Gospel      
(REPEAT)
In vs.12-14, Paul reassures the Philippians that His imprisonment was not hurting the Gospel

READ verses 12-13 … READ
  Paul starts off here saying, I WANT YOU TO KNOW… In other words… it was clear to Paul that the Philippians did not yet know this… He wanted them to understand that his circumstances were not harming the Gospel… And I think we can understand where the Philippians were coming from… I mean, . If we heard of a Christian, especially a big-name pastor, being imprisoned and persecuted… we would start wondering about what would happen to their church, their ministry and to the spread of the Gospel. WE would get worried!! Just imagine that John Haverland or Paul Archbald were to be imprisoned here in New Zealand for what they preached – we would be shocked and worried about whether the Gospel could freely spread here anymore! Right?!

The Philippians must have thought the same, and when Paul was STILL in chains after a long time, years at this point… they were understandably concerned! And yet, Paul bursts the bubble of their anxiety, by pointing out that his time in prison was NOT wasted! All those beatings, years in prison, shipwreck and chains had not stopped the Gospel from going out… It had opened NEW DOORs and ADVANCED the Gospel – in multiple ways!

The first and best way the Gospel had spread was through the guards who were watching over Paul. In Ephesians 6, Paul uses a specific word for his chains which tell us something about his imprisonment. He referred to the type of chain which was used to chain a guard to his prisoner. Evidently, while Paul was allowed to live in his own house while awaiting Trial and sentencing in Rome – he was constantly chained to a Roman soldier – specifically one of the Praetorian guards. But despite being chained to a soldier, we know (from Paul’s letters and end of Acts) that Paul had significant freedom and privileges!

THIS is where I got really excited in my study… Paul was transported to Rome by a Centurion named Julius from the Augustan Cohort – which was part of the Praetorian Guard – The only armed force allowed in Rome. As you can imagine, they would have been a particularly hard group to evangelize since they existed only to implement the will of Caesar! And yet this Centurion from the Praetorian Guard saw Paul do amazing things on that trip – as we read from Acts! HE saw him accurately predict the future (including the contingency of secondary causes – ie, if the sailors don’t stay in the boat then you cannot be saved!)... He heard Paul preach and pray with power, saw him survive a deadly snake bite, and heal many people of their diseases and disabilities! You see, through all the troubles on the trip to Rome, God was paving the way for Paul to have an effective ministry to his guards. 

JUST IMAGINE THAT YOU WERE THAT CENTURION FOR A MOMENT… When you returned to your unit, family and friends after seeing all those amazing things with Paul – What would you do? Probably tell no one anything right?! NO! Of Course not!!The Centurion would have told others what his prisoner was like and what he had done! The news of this remarkable man would have spread far and wide through the Praetorian Guard. Various soldiers probably volunteered to meet him and be his chained guard. And even better, we know that while chained to his guards, Paul was allowed to preach, pray, and sing. And the Guards couldn’t get away until the end of their shift!! Talk about a Captive Audience… except here, the guards were held captive for Paul to share the Gospel! 

And God used Paul to reach this unreached group of powerful men – so that many of the Praetorian Guard became believers, and even some of Caesar’s own household! (which we find out about in chapter 4) And all through the imprisonment of the Apostle Paul!

The Philippians didn’t need to be worried about the advance of the Gospel – God was at work even in such strange and dark situations as Paul’s imprisonment… And He can and will be at work in your life and mine! 

Even if Pastor Haverland were imprisoned... GREAT! Who does God want saved in that prison? It is pretty cool when you look at it this way! Because nothing stops the work of our God!
And that brings us to our SECOND point:

(possibly the least comfortable point of this sermon)
II. Suffering should be Expected        (REPEAT)
This point will seem like a total rabbit trail – But it isn’t… For when we look at this text, what do we see in Paul? We see Joy!  Even in vs.12-26, where we see Paul talk about his difficult circumstances, his potential death sentence, the opposition which was preaching the Gospel just to get him into more trouble… EVEN IN ALL OF THAT, We see Paul overwhelming joyful in Christ!
Why was that? How was that possible? Paul teaches us this point in vs.21 READ
What does that mean?! It means that PAUL WAS NOT LIVING FOR THIS LIFE! This was not his goal, this was not his focus… a bad day didn’t destroy Him! And a Good day didn’t distract him from His Lord/Eternity!  

Let’s dwell on this for a few moments, because it is very important: God has called you to take up your cross and follow Him – that is the call of discipleship. We live in a cursed world where pain and suffering is a necessary part of each day so as to remind all of humanity that we need Christ…  And we have been called to a life of dying to self as we follow Christ… Therefore, pain and suffering in this life should be relatively normal and expected to us! 









BUT IT ISN’T NORMAL TO US … IS IT?!

I have heard a missions presentation from Rev. Vergunst from the board of the Come Over and Help organization (COAH). He did an excellent job, and that is a wonderful mission organization that we should wholeheartedly support! And in his presentation he related the story of a Chinese Christian who corrected him and told him that the Western church was all backwards in what it called normal and abnormal. Pastor Vergunst was a bit taken a back, but he asked for more information, and the Chinese Christian said – it all goes back to Genesis 3. We are suffering the curse for sin, and in your churches you call suffering abnormal, and good days without pain normal. You are wrong, that is backwards! 
When he related that story, it struck me… that is so true… When we look at Paul finding ways to rejoice in prison… when we see him faithfully preaching while in pain and under threat for his life – WE SAY – HOW ABNORMAL, HOW STRANGE, HOW AMAZING… HOW Could He Do It?! You see… that reveals that we have things back to front and upside down! WE think Good times are normal and suffering is not… But you & I are wrong!
Suffering is normal, and good days without pain are abnormal in this fallen world. And if you think otherwise, then you will think wrongly about your faith and react wrongly to the everyday frustrations of daily life, and possibly lose your joy in the Christian life! 

 
Think about it – If you think that good days are normal and pain/suffering and frustration and the curse for sin is abnormal – THEN… What is your attitude to a “Bad day” ?? You will grump and grizzle and complain with a foul attitude. And what will be your attitude on a “Good Day”?? You will somewhat presumptively say, Finally – a good day – Thank you Lord – but not actually with as much gratitude as you ought! We do this don’t we?! Have you ever had those responses to good days and bad?
But what if you think about your life through the Biblical lens? You live in a fallen broken world, surrounded by sinners who are as unfaithful as you are (possibly not as bad as you, but some are worse). And you have been called to a life of discipleship by the one who suffered from birth to death until he rose again in glory – Jesus Christ. And Christ has told you – take up your CROSS (tool of state execution) and follow Me! 

When you know all that and believe all that and you have a pretty good day with little pain and lots of blessing, how would you react?! Most likely, we will be slightly Incredulous with grateful joy! You will be ecstatic! 
But How would you Respond to a day of suffering, sin, and frustration?! You will have expected it as the norm… and it will not make you doubt your faith as much as lean on Christ more… you will be one step closer to eternity and the return of Christ and you will look forward to your eternal reward all the more! 











Do you see the power of this?

Now… Why do I push this so much here in this text? Because of what we see in vs.21 – For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain! Paul understood this way of looking at life (which we will explore more in future sermons).
And so he was NOT shaken by the imprisonments and trials which God brought. I am sure they still hurt, he still wept, he still struggled at times – we all do. But Paul kept his JOY through it all, because he knew how God worked in his life – even in suffering… NO! Especially in suffering!

And that brings us to our THIRD point:

III. Suffering leads to Boldness        (REPEAT)
Paul explains in vs. 14 that it wasn’t just HIS ministry to his guards which had advanced the gospel – The Majority of the church in ROME was having great success because of his imprisonment!

Look at vs.14 with me again: READ
It seems that the Church in Rome had previously been afraid of persecution. Fear of the authorities in Rome would have been very understandable at this time. They would have been tempted to keep a low profile, to keep their mouths shut – so that they wouldn’t be noticed or persecuted. They wouldn’t want the Gospel to be outlawed, and so they would go out of their way to avoid trouble. And I believe that we would be much the same today. Many Christians naturally think that we need to fight politically to keep our rights to spread the Gospel, and YOU should… within reason. But YOU should NEVER back down from serving, preaching and witnessing for Christ just because you don’t want to rock the boat or lose your rights! 

It is very common for Christians to avoid antagonizing special-interest groups because they are scared of the backlash. It might be time to preach on a certain topic, but they will skip it if it is too politically charged: Like Assisted Suicide, Euthanasia, Abortion, Anti-Smacking legislation, and The Redefinition of Marriage… All of those issues could get a preacher into really hot water in NZ. But that shouldn’t cause us to be afraid!
Well in Rome, when Paul went to prison, and the Gospel not only was not hindered, but his guards started coming to Christ – the Church in Rome realized just how unfounded those fears were! They saw that God was using Guards chained to Paul to advance the Kingdom of Heaven even to Caesar’s bodyguards and household… and they realized that what they feared wasn’t as much of a problem as they thought. 

Who cares if the Gospel is outlawed? THAT WON’T STOP GOD FROM WORKING!! What could the government do to them? Throw them in prison? Great, they could witness to fellow prisoners and convert the guards! 

But what if the Government Killed them? Great, we get to be with our Lord! To die is gain!
That change of perspective made the majority of the Roman Christians grow bold in preaching the gospel without FEAR!! That is something you and I need to develop don’t we?! The ability and the practice to witness to unsaved co-workers, family, and friends WITHOUT FEAR!!

You can… you know… based on the very lessons that we have learned HERE in this text!
You can change the way you think about daily life! 

1) Recognize that God advances HIS PURPOSES and His Gospel even through Suffering/Trial! (Especially so!)

2) Recognize that Suffering is a NORMAL part of daily life – sinful children ( Frustration on the road ( 
Difficulties in marriage/relationships ( Pain/Sickness physically ( Spiritual/emotional fears ( ALL NORMAL PARTS OF THE Christian Life … And All intended to direct you more and more to rest in Christ!

3) And when you recognize all of that… you too can grow in boldness – knowing that your God is in control, and even the worst case scenario can/will be used by God to advance the Gospel to the Glory of God and your eternal good!

So Trust the Lord, and experience His joy, even in the normal suffering of everyday life!








AMEN. 
Some of you will still have questions on what I mean… but that is okay, We will continue to explore these ideas over the weeks to come… 
*TO THE READER*I have included a much more full conclusion in the sermon  preached at the North Shore, and you may wish to include some of that information in addition to what is recorded here.
